Bedfordshire  County  Council 


REPORT 


upon  the 

SANITARY  CONDITION 
AND  PUBLIC  HEALTH 

of  the 

Administrative  County  of  Bedford 

for  the  year 


r942 

by 


CUTHBERT  G.  WELCH, 

M.D.  (Lond.),  Degree  in  State  Medicine , D.P.H.  (Oxon. 
County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Bedford : 

Henry  Burt  & Son,  Ltd. 


9 


INDEX. 

PAGE 

Ante-Natal  Clinics  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Area  of  County  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4,  5 

Blind  Welfare  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Causes  of  Death  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7,  8 

Census  (1931)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .,. . ...  4 

Day  Nurseries  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Dentistry  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Diphtheria,  immunisation  against  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Diseases  (See  “ Infectious  and  other  Diseases  ”) 

Diseases,  Table  of  Notifiable  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Dispensaries  (Tuberculosis)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Extra  Nourishment  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Food  and  Drugs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Health  Visiting  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Infant  Life  Protection  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Infant  Welfare  Centres  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Infantile  Mortality  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Infectious  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Institutions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Maternal  Mortality  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Maternity  Homes,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Mental  Deficiency  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Midwives  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Milk  and  Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Mogerhanger  Park  Sanatorium  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Notifiable  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Nursing  Homes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Population...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Sanatorium  (Mogerhanger  Park)  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Sick  Bays  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Still-Births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Tuberculosis  Dispensaries 

Tuberculosis  Sanatorium  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Vaccination,  Public  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19,  20 

Venereal  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Vital  Statistics  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 


3 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF 
THE  BEDFORDSHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL. 

( Jentlemen, 

The  subject  matter  in  this  Report  for  the  year  1942  has  been 
restricted  as  much  as  is  consistent  with  the  preservation  of  the  Council’s 
Records  of  the  health  of  the  community  in  Bedfordshire. 

In  general,  the  satisfactory  standard  of  health  which  obtained  in 
the  years  1939-41  has  been  maintained  during  this  fourth  year  ol  war. 

The  population  of  the  County  has  decreased  by  13,670. 

The  Birth  Rate,  in  common  with  that  for  the  whole  Country, 
shows  a large  increase  and  is  the  highest  recorded  in  Bedfordshire  since 
1923. 

The  Death  Rate  is  satisfactorily  low,  being  the  lowest  recorded 
since  the  outbreak  of  war. 

The  Death  Rate  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  shows  a marked  fall. 
There  is,  however,  a small  increase  in  the  number  of  new  cases  notified 
during  the  year. 

I am  pleased  to  report  that  during  the  period  under  review,  the 
standard  of  nutrition  of  the  school  children  has  been  maintained  at  a 
satisfactory  level. 

Steady  progress  has  been  made  in  the  work  of  protecting  the  child 
population  against  Diphtheria. 

There  are  no  changes  with  regard  either  to  the  Civil  Defence 
Casualty  Services  or  the  Emergency  Hospital  Services,  which  call  for 
comment. 

I would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  placing  on  record  my 
appreciation  of  the  good  work  of  the  whole  of  the  Public  Health  staff, 
who  have  continued  in  these  trying  times  to  give  of  their  best.  It  will 
be  appreciated  that  the  work  of  the  Department  is  made  increasingly 
difficult  by  the  loss  of  permanent  officers  to  the  Services,  and  the  frequent 
additions  made  by  various  Government  Departments  to  the  responsi- 
bilities of  the  County  Medical  Service. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

CUTHBERT  G.  WELCH, 

County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Shire  Hall,  Bedford. 
October , 1943. 


4 


BEDFORDSHIRE. 


The  area  of  the  geographical  and  administrative  County  is 
474  square  miles,  or  302,942  acres.  Its  greatest  length  from 
North  to  South  is  36 \ miles  and  its  greatest  breadth  22 \ miles  from 
East  to  West. 


I he  County  contains  no  County  Boroughs  but  includes  the 
three  Non-County  Boroughs  of  Bedford,  Dunstable  and  Luton. 
I here  are  in  addition,  five  Urban  Districts,  and  four  Rural 
Districts. 

At  the  1st  April,  1942,  the  rateable  value  was .£1,738,152. 
1 he  produce  ol  a penny  rate  lor  1941-42  was  for  general  County 
purposes,  £6,993. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


POPULATION. 

In  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  Ministry  of  Health, 
on  grounds  of  National  security,  the  table  showing  district  populations 
is  omitted  from  this  Report. 

The  aggregate  resident  population  of  the  County,  as  estimated 
for  the  middle  of  the  year  1942,  by  the  Registrar  General,  was 
295,260. 

The  population  of  the  County,  according  to  the  1931  Census, 
was  220,525. 

BIRTHS. 

I he  Birth-Rate  for  Bedfordshire  for  the  year  1942  was  16.5 
per  thousand. 

In  1942,  4,882  live  births  were  registered  in  the  County,  251 
■ of  which  were  illegitimate.  The  birth-rates  per  1 ,000  for 
Bedfordshire  and  the  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  thereof,  and 
for  England  and  Wales  for  the  last  five  years,  are  given  below': — 


Localities 

Birth  Rate 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

Urban  Districts 

16.3 

16.0 

14.7 

13.9 

16.8 

Rural  Districts 

14.7 

14.2 

13.5 

13.5 

15.8 

Whole  County 

15.9 

15.4 

14.3 

13.8 

16.5 

England  and  Wales  ... 

15.1 

15.0 

14.6 

14.2 

15.8 

The  County  birth  rate  for  the  past  year  is  the  highest  since 
1923.  The  birth-rate  for  England  and  Wales  also  shows  an 
increase. 

Natural  increase  of  population  is  the  excess  of  births  over  deaths 
and  is  usually  expressed  per  thousand  of  the  population.  In 
Bedfordshire  the  natural  increase  was  6‘0  per  thousand  in  1942; 
that  for  England  and  Wales  being  4.2  per  thousand. 

The  live  birth  statistics  for  the  County  districts  for  the  vear 
1942  are  shown  in  the  tables  on  the  next  page. 
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Districts 

Total 

Births 

Legiti- 

mate 

Illegiti- 

mate 

Total 
Birth  Rate 

Urban  : — 

Ampthill 

45 

40 

5 

15.8 

Bedford 

830 

782 

48 

14.7 

Biggleswade 

107 

103 

4 

14.4 

Dunstable  ... 

274 

260 

14 

16.0 

Kempston  ... 

178 

169 

9 

21.6 

Leighton  Buzzard  ... 

140 

135 

5 

17.3 

Luton 

1820 

1720 

100 

17.9 

Sandy 

64 

62 

2 

17.1 

Aggregate  of  Urban 

Districts 

3458 

3271 

187 

16.8 

Rural  : — 

Ampthill 

341 

330 

1 1 

16.1 

Bedford 

390 

371 

19 

14.5 

Biggleswade 

370 

352 

18 

15.6 

Luton 

323 

307 

16 

17.8 

Aggregate  of  Rural 
Districts 

1424 

1360 

64 

15.8 

STILL  BIRTHS. 

The  Still-Birth  Rate  for  Bedfordshire,  that  is  to  say,  the  rate 
per  thousand  total  births  (live  and  still)  was  32.1  in  1942  as 
compared  with  31.2  in  1941. 

The  Still-Birth  Rate  per  thousand  of  the  population  was  0.55; 
that  for  England  and  Wales  being  0.54. 

Particulars  of  still  births  registered  in  the  County  during  the 
last  five  years,  are  set  out  in  the  following  table: — 


Tot  a 

L 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

f 1938 

48 

45 

46 

42 

2 

3 

Urban 

1939 

53 

47 

51 

47 

2 

— 

Districts 

1940 

35 

38 

34 

38 

1 

. 

1941 

57 

41 

55 

40 

2 

1 

1942 

74 

47 

71 

44 

3 

3 

f 1938 

30 

22 

28 

21 

2 

1 

Rural 

1939 

22 

17 

21 

15 

1 

2 

Districts  •{ 

1940 

24 

21 

23 

20 

1 

l 

1941 

21 

18 

20 

17 

1 

1 

[1942 

18 

23 

16 

22 

•> 

1 

f 1 938 

78 

67 

74 

63 

4 

4 

Whole 

1939 

75 

64 

72 

62 

3 

2 

County  •{ 

1940 

59 

59 

57 

58 

2 . 

1 

1941 

78 

59 

75 

57 

3 

2 

1942 

92 

70 

87 

66 

5 

4 
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DEATHS. 


The  Death-Rate  for  Bedfordshire  for  the  year  1942  was 
10.5  per  thousand;  that  for  England  and  Wales  being  11.6  per 
thousand.  It  will  be  observed  that  the  death-rate  for  Bedfordshire 
is  lower  than  in  1941  and  below  that  for  England  and  Wales 
as  a whole.  The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  County, 
after  adjustment  for  outward  and  inward  transfers,  during  1942, 
was  3,106,  compared  with  3,361  in  1941.  The  Death-Rates  per 
thousand  of  the  population  during  the  past  five  years,  were  as 
follows : — 


Localities 

General  Death 

Rate 

L . _ 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

Urban  Districts 

10.7 

11.3 

12.3 

10.5 

10.6 

Rural  Districts 

10.5 

11.3 

13.1 

11.6 

10.3 

Whole  County 

10.6 

11.3 

12.5 

10.9 

10.5 

England  and  Wales  ... 

11.6 

12.1 

14.3 

12.9 

11.6 

The  recorded  crude  Death-Rates  for  the  Sanitary  Districts  in 
Bedfordshire  for  1942  are  given  below: — 


Urban 

Rural 

Sanitary  Districts 

Death  Rate 

Sanitary  Districts 

Death  Rate 

Ampthill  

11.6 

Ampthill  

10.5 

Bedford  

11.6 

Bedford  

9.6 

Biggleswade 

12.2 

Biggleswade 

10.5 

Dunstable  

9.9 

Luton  

11.1 

Kempston  

11.9 

Leighton  Buzzard  ... 

12.7 

Luton 

9.8 

Sandy 

8.3 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

This  is  calculated  as  the  proportion  of  deaths  of  children  under 
one  year  of  age  to  every  1,000  live  births  and  forms  the  record 
known  as  the  rate  of  infantile  mortality.  The  death-rates  per 
thousand  of  the  live  births  for  1942  are  given  below: — 

Urban  Districts  ...  45.4  Whole  County  ...  46.3 

Rural  Districts  ...  48.5  England  and  Wales  49.0 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 

There  were  eight  deaths  during  the  year  associated  with 
child  birth,  giving  a maternal  death  rate  per  thousand  total  births 
(live  and  still)  of  1.58,  as  compared  with  2.01  for  England  and 
Wales  as  a whole, 
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Causes  of  Death  in  the  Administrative  Areas  of  the  County  of  Bedford,  194; 


Administrative  Areas 


Totals 


Causes  of  Death 


Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough 

Diphtheria 

Tuberculosis  of  Resp.  System  ...I 
Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 
Syphilitic  Diseases 
Influenza  ... 

Measles 

Ac.  Polio-myel.  and  Polio,  enceph. 
Ac.  Infant,  enceph. 

Cancer,  b.  cav.  Oesoph.  (M) 
Uterus  (F)  ...  ...  ...I 

Cancer,  Stomach  and  Duodenum 
Cancer  of  Breast 
Cancer  of  all  other  Sites 
Diabetes  ... 

Intra.  Cran.  Vase.  Lesions 
Heart  Disease 

Other  Diseases  Circ.  System  ... 
Bronchitis  ... 

Pneumonia 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 
Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 
Diarrhoea,  under  2 years 
Appendicitis 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 
Nephritis  ... 

Puerperal  and  Post  Abort.  Sepsis 
Other  Maternal  Causes 
Premature  Birth  ... 

Con.  Mai.  Birth  Injuries,  Infant. 

Diseases 

Suicide 

Road  Traffic  Accidents... 

Other  Violent  Causes  ... 

All  other  Causes 

Totals:  All  Causes 


Urban 

L Amnthill 

Rural  / 

X 

L, 

«S 

X 

c 

rr 

’sc 

3 

0 

M 

0 

1 

Rural  J 



{ 

| 

A 

r“ 

■rf 

P 

i i 

JP 

3 

w 

V 

Dunstable  Urban 

Kempston  Urban 

Leighton  Buzzard 
Urban 

Borough 

f Luton 
Rural  / 

Sandy  Urban 

zt 

O 

p’ 

*M 

-*• 

O) 

/*N 

V 

— 

1 I 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 ! 

1 

3 

1 

— 

i 

— , 

1 

— 

— 

1 , 

— 

2 

I 

4 

i 

— 1 

- 1 

2 

6 

1 ' 

— i 

4 

16 

3 

1 1 

8 j 

5 

7 ! 

2 

63 

6 

94 

21 

— 

— 

7 

3 

1 | 

3 

2 

1 

3 

7 

2 

21 

8 

— 

1 

2 

1 

— 

1 

2 

2 

4 

5 

2 

6 

4 

— 

1 

— 

3 

6 

10 

12  : 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 



— 

— 

1 

2 

1 

1 1 

2 

22 

2 

4 

5 

2 

_ 

2 

21 

4 



52 

13 

i 

6 

15 

6 

3 

5 

2 

3 

2 

20 

5 

1 

47 

22: 

4 

12 

9 

1 

4 

3 

1 

1 

14 

5 

— 

32 

22 

i 

25 

54 

21 

9 

20 

23 

11 

11 

74 

19 

4 

187 

85 

— 

2 

• 6 

5 

1 

1 

— 

1 

11 

1 

— 

19 

9 

6 

33 

81 

36 

15 

18 

24 

8 

8 

1 106 

24 

2 

250 

111 

6 

54 

164 

47 

17 

60 

36 

1 25 

23 

!214 

32 

6 

491 

193 

1 

6 

38 

22 

4 

8 

8 

3 

3 

23 

3 

1 

81 

39 

4 

15 

32 

5 

2 

15 

7 

3 

5 

69 

16 

4 

126 

51 

2 

7 

19 

8 

6 

16 

4 

2 

4 

43 

11 

2 

Am 

82 

42 

2 

1 

10 

3 

1 

3 

4 

— 

9 

Am 

10 

3 

— 

1 29 

10 

1 

2 

6 

3 

1 

1 

2 

2 

l 

10 

1 

— 

22 

7 

— 

— 

— 

5 

2 

1 

— 

14 

1 

— 

17 

6 

I 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 



— 

— 

4 

2 

— 

6 

7 

1 

5 

22 

11 

— 

5 

0 

Am 

4 

2 

28 

4 

1 

60 

25 

1 

6 

15 

6 

1 

8 

2 

1 

3 

26 

3 

1 

50 

23 

1 



1 





1 

— 

1 



2 

2 

1 

— 

— 

| 

1 

1 

— 

4 

3 

1 

8 

9 

5 

3 

6 

1 2 

2 

4 

23 

2 

— 

44 

21 

2 

13 

3 

4 

4 

5 

6 

2 

29 

6 

— 

59 

15 

1 

3 

4 

1 

3 

3 

3 

— 

2 

10 

4 

— 

22 

11 

3 

9 

5 

1 1 

5 

3 

2 

1 

13 

5 

1 

30 

18 

1 

4 

26 

8 

— 

8 

1 

2 

1 

23 

3 

1 

54 

23 

5 

24 

58 

37 

Ill 

34 

26 

; i3 

18 

131 

30 

6 

268 

125 

133 

221 

653 

259 

91 

248 

169 

98 

103 

998 

202 

31 

2176 

930 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Notifications  of  cases  oi’  Infectious  Disease  received  during  the  year  1942, 


under  Article  14  (2)  of  the  Sanitary  Officers  Order,  1926. 


1942 

w 

£ 

< 

£ £3 
"£  5 

P oi 

i 

Borough 

L Bedford 
Rural  J 

Administrate 

' V 

-o 

> 

C/> 

V c 

"tn  S 

.5P  ■£ 

« p 

3 

c _ 5 

c5  c«  2 

.O  u C 

3 3 

P Oi  G 

tn 

Kemps  ton  Urban 

— 

Leighton  Buzzard 

Urban  ^ 

c 

>— 

5 

o 

00 

■ 

j 

3 

"c3 

3 

OS 

Sandy  Urban  1 

TOTALS 

Smallpox 

Scarlet  Fever 

9 

25 

360 

57 

16 

31 

59 

40 

31 

86 

21 

56 

791 

Diphtheria  including  Mem- 

branous  Croup  ... 

1 

5 

33 

o 

2 

2 

6 

4 

11 

18 

7 

— 

91 

Enteric  Fever  (Typhoid  and 

Paratyphoid) 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

6 

9 

Pneumonia 

2 

22 

39 

22 

— 

14 

— 

1 

12 

55 

9 

— 

176 

Ccrebro-spinal  Fever 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

— 

1 

24 

3 

— 

40 

Acute  Polio-Myelitis 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

7 

5 

— 

— 

8 

Acute  Polio-Encephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

— 

6 

— 

— 

— 

6 

— 

12 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  ... 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

8 

2 

— 

14 

Erysipelas 

2 

7 

13 

4 

— 

2 

3 

1 

1 

11 

1 

2 

47 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

1 

15 

2 

— 

— 

2 

1 

3 

43 



— 

68 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

13 

57 

16 

— 

13 

6 

4 

8 

92 

8 

— 

217 

Measles 

— 

25 

28 

49 

7 

7 

138 

9 

207 

55 

102 

627 

Totals  ... 

16 

100 

551 

156 

28 

84 

216 

51 

77 

557 

106 

160 

2102 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

There  were  144  deaths  registered  from  this  cause  in  Bedford- 
shire in  1942,  being  4.6  per  cent  of  the  total  number  of  deaths 
from  all  causes,  as  compared  with  184  (5  per  cent)  in  1941. 


The  following  table  shows  the  death-rates  from  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  per  thousand  population  for  the  County  and  the 
Urban  and  Rural  Districts: — 


Districts 

Death  Rate  from  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  per  1000  population 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

Urban  Districts 

0.50 

0.47 

0.52 

0.54 

0.46 

Rural  Districts 

0.30 

0.38 

0.27 

0.34 

0.23 

Whole  County 

0.40 

0.43 

0.44 

0.48 

0.39 

The  death-rate  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  for  England  and 
Wales  in  1942  was  0.54  per  thousand  of  the  population. 

The  County  death-rate  from  tuberculosis  (all  forms)  per 
thousand  of  the  population  was  0.49,  that  for  the  combined  Urban 
Districts  being  0.56,  and  that  for  the  combined  Rural  Districts 
being  0.32.  The  death-rate  for  the  Country  as  a whole  during 
1942  was  0.66. 

The  following  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  notified,  in 
accordance  with  the  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations, 
1930,  during  1942: — 


Pulmonary  : 

Males 

Females 

...  140 
...  107 

Non- Pulmonary  : 

Males 

Females 

...  41 

...  26 

67 

314 

The  total  number  of  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  notified 
in  1942  was  8 more  than  the  number  notified  during  the  previous 
year,  whilst  the  non-pulmonary  cases  also  showed  an  increase  of 
eight. 


70  other  cases  (40  males  and  30  females)  came  to  the  notice 
of  your  Medical  Officer  other  than  by  notification  as  required  by 
the  Regulations,  e.g.,  Death  Returns,  Inward  Transfers,  etc. 
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Dispensaries. 

lor  Dispensary  purposes,  the  County  is  divided  into  three 
areas,  namely,  Bedford,  Luton  and  Biggleswade. 

l'he  Dispensaries  are  open  on  the  following  days  in  each 
week  and  between  the  times  stated: — 


Dispensary  at 

Day 

Time 

Dents  Road,  Bedford 

St.  Andrew’s  Rooms,  Biggleswade... 

17,  Church  Street,  Luton  ... 

Wednesday 

Wednesday 

Tuesday  (Children)  ... 

„ (Men) 

Thursday  (Women)  ... 

2 — 4 p.m. 

1 1 a.m. — 1 p.m. 

12 — 1 p.m. 

2- — 4 p.m. 

2 — 4 p.m. 

The  number  of  cases  remaining  on  the  Registers  of  the  three 
Dispensaries  at  the  end  of  the  year  1942  is  set  out  below: — 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmona 

RY 

Total 

Men 

Women 

Children 

Men 

Women 

Children 

1942  ... 

612 

453 

218 

103 

99 

150 

1635 

The  number  of  attendances  at  the  Dispensaries  during  1942 
(including  contacts)  was  3,344,  and  1,847  visits  were  paid  to  the 
homes  of  patients  by  the  Tuberculosis  Nurse  and  the  Council’s 
Health  Visitors. 


All  cases  on  the  Dispensary  Register  are  visited  from  time  to 
time  by  the  Council’s  Health  Visitors,  and  visits  and  examinations 
are  made  by  the  Tuberculosis  Officers  as  and  when  required. 

713  specimens  of  sputum,  etc.,  were  examined  during  the 
year  (positive  for  tubercle  bacilli,  184 — negative,  529). 


By  an  arrangement  with  Dr.  H.  B.  Padwick  and  the  Luton 
and  Dunstable  Hospital,  Luton,  X-Ray  examinations  in  connection 
with  the  Council’s  Tuberculosis  Scheme  are  made  at  this  Hospital 
and  at  the  residence  of  Dr.  Padwick.  Du  ring  1942,  949  such 
examinations  were  made. 
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Extra  Nourishment. 


As  in  past  years,  extra  nourishment  lias  been  granted  to 
suitable  cases,  all  applications  being  investigated  by  a specisd  Sub- 
Committee  appointed  for  this  purpose.  Every  effort  is  made  to  see 
that  the  milk  supplied  is  of  an  approved  quality,  and  wherever 
possible  “ Accredited  ” milk  is  given.  The  cost  ofthisservice  during 
the  financial  year  ended  31st  March,  1943,  was  £967  17s.  lOd. 
as  compared  with  £792  12s.  9d.  in  the  previous  twelve  months. 


Mogerhanger  Park  Sanatorium. 

Institutional  treatment  for  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
is  provided  at  the  Council’s  Sanatorium,  situated  at  Mogerhanger 
Park.  The  Sanatorium  has  accommodation  for  73  beds;  37 
male,  36  female.  During  the  year  1942,  111  cases  completed 
treatment  at  the  Sanatorium.  One  valuable  means  of  lessening 
the  spread  of  tuberculosis  is  by  removing  persons  seriously 
affected  with  the  disease  from  their  homes  to  the  Sanatorium ; 
this  arrangement  results  in  increased  comfort  to  the  sufferer, 
and  greater  security  to  other  members  of  the  household.  Patients 
in  all  stages  of  tuberculosis  are  admitted  to  appropriate  wards 
at  the  Sanatorium. 

The  County  Dentists  continue  to  visit  the  Sanatorium  to 
attend  those  patients  who  are  found  to  be  in  need  of  dental  treat- 
ment. 


Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Sec.  172. 

It  was  not  found  necessary  during  the  year  to  apply  for  any 
Orders  under  Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  for 
the  compulsory  removal  to  Hospital  of  persons  suffering  from 
tuberculosis. 


Non -Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

Cases  of  tuberculosis  of  the  bones,  joints,  etc.,  in  adults  and 
children  are  dealt  with  by  securing  their  admission  to  Institutions 
recognised  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  this  purpose. 

Some  of  these  Institutions  are  at  a considerable  distance 
from  Bedfordshire,  but  in  cases  where  the  patients  are  unable 
to  meet  the  cost  of  travelling,  the  whole  or  part  is  paid  by 
the  County  Council. 

In  cases  where  the  circumstances  of  the  patients  make  it 
impossible  for  them  to  bear  the  cost  of  surgical  appliances,  the 
necessary  expenditure  is  met  by  the  County  Council. 
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VENEREAL  DISEASES. 


The  Clinics  are  open  on 
between  the  times  stated: 


the  following  days  in  each  week  and 


Bedford  County  Hospital. 


Males : 

Mondays  to  Fridays 

(inclusive) 

4—8 

p.m. 

Females: 

Mondays  and  Tuesdays  ... 

6 

p.m. 

Wednesdays  ... 

5—7 

p.m. 

Thursdays 

5 

p.m. 

Fridays 

3—5 

p.m. 

Luton  and  Dunstable  Hospital. 

2 — 3 p.m. 

5.30— 8  p.m. 

2 — 8 p.m. 
...  2 — 3.30,  5 — 6.30  p.m. 

4.30 —  6 p.m. 
2—6  p.m. 

For  the  purpose  of  comparison,  the  following  tables  arc 
inserted,  showing  the  principal  statistics  for  each  area  for  the  last 
five  years: — 


Males : Mondays 

Tuesdays 
Wednesdays 
Thursdays 

Fridays 

Females : Mondays 

Tuesdays 
Wednesdays 
Thursdays 

Fridays 


1 

Year 

New  Cases 

Total 
No.  of 
injects. 

Kahn 

Total 

attend- 

ances 

Syphilis 

Soft 

Chancre 

Conor* 

rhoea 

Non 

V.D. 

Total 

of 

N.A.B., 

etc. 

Tests 

of  all 
Patients 

BED 

1938 

FORD 

7 

1 

\ 

54 

! 

25 

87 

686 

202 

3397 

1939 

15 

— 

37 

30 

82 

614 

62 

2616 

1940 

14 

58 

37 

109 

784 

114 

2623 

1941 

14 

90 

68 

172 

1278 

147 

4287 

1942 

23 

82 

135 

240 

1434 

511 

5389 

LUT 

1938 

ON 

27 

101 

80 

208 

849 

245 

6053 

1939 

20 

— 

103 

82 

205 

694 

153 

4824 

1940 

44 

— 

120 

61 

225 

1223 

222 

5301 

1941 

41 

— 

131 

98 

270 

2238 

171 

7114 

1942 

41 

93 

121 

255 

2378 

484 

6625 

++ 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

The  population  of  the  area  served  by  the  Council  for  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  services  is  137,340 


ANTE-NATAL  CLINICS. 


Clinic 

Day  and  Time 

Biggleswade 

Tuesday 

St.  Andrew’s 

(Fortnightly) 

10.30 

Rooms 

Dunstable 

Thursday 

Methodist 

(Fortnightly) 

10.30 

Schoolroom 

and 

2.30 

f Eaton  Socon 

Wednesday 

lhe  Institute 

(Fortnightly) 

10.30 

Houghton  Regis 

Thursday 

Baptist 

(Monthly) 

10.30 

Schoolroom 

*Kempston 

Wednesday 

Foster  Road 

(Fortnightly) 

10.30 

Leighton  Buzzard 

Friday 

1 Grove  bury 

(Fortnightly) 

10.30 

Road 

Shefford 

Wednesday 

Methodist 

(Fortnightly) 

10.30 

Schoolroom 

Shillington 

Thursday 

Methodist 

(Monthly) 

10.30 

Schoolroom 

Stotfold 

Monday 

Parish  Hall 

(Fortnightly) 

10.30 

JSundon 

W ednesday 

Skefko  Sports 

(Fortnightly) 

10.30 

Pavilion 


Total 

number  of 
attendances 
(1942) 

Total 

number  of 
Women 
attending 
(1942) 

Number  of 
Sessions 
held 
(1942) 

402 

106 

26 

766 

189 

54 

118 

22 

22 

145 

56 

12 

48 

29 

4 

382 

107 

25 

278 

80 

26 

57 

14 

26 

265 

67 

25 

149 

50 

14 

2610 

720 

234 

* First  Session  held  1 1th  November,  1942.  f Closed  28th  October.  1942.  + First  Session  held  29th  April,  1942. 

In  addition  to  the  above  Clinics  an  Ante-Natal  Clinic  is 
provided  at  the  Bedford  County  Hospital’s  Maternity  Department 
which  is  available  for  the  use  of  women  living  in  the  County  Area. 

The  Clinic  is  held  on  Tuesday  afternoons  at  2.30. 


HEALTH  VISITING. 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  the  visits  paid  by 
the  Council’s  Health  Visitors  during  the  last  two  years: 


1941  1942 

Visits  to  Expectant  Mothers  ...  ...  683  710 

Primary  visits  to  infants  under  one  year  2,021  2,192 

Revisits  to  infants  under  one  year  ...  9,741  8,950 

Visits  to  children  between  one  and  five 

years  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16,255  17,904 

Special  visits  to  “ orthopaedic  ” cases 

under  five  years  of  age  ...  ...  5 9 


28,705  29,765 

- u"  - i -Tii  .■■■■!  I.  TT  i ■ 


The  following  table  gives  details  of  attendances,  etc.,  at  each  Infant  Welfare  Centre  in  the  Count\ 

during  the  year  1942. 
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^ The  Council’s  Medical  Officers  do  not  attend  at  these  Centres. 
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DENIAL  TREATMENT. 


Particulars  of  the  work  performed  by  the  County  Dentists 
in  connection  with  the  Infant  Welfare  Centres  and  Ante-Natal 
Clinics  during  the  year  1942  are  given  below: — 


Clinic 

Extractions 

Fill- 

ings 

Other  Operations 

No.  of 
Cases 
Treated 

Anaes 

Local 

thetic 

Gas 

Total 

Dress- 

ings 

Scal- 

ings 

Miscel- 

laneous 

Total 

Biggleswade 

Mothers 

87 

13 

100 

1 

1 

41 

Infants 

6 

— 

6 

— 

1 

— 

1 

5 

Dunstable 

Mothers 

3 

155 

158 

13 

1 

2 

5 

8 

77 

Infants 

- 

116 

116 

3 

— 

2 

2 

56 

Leighton 

Mothers 



4 

4 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

4 

Buzzard 

Infants 

— 

. 

1 

4 

— 

4 

2 

Sundon 

Mothers 

3 

47 

50 

3 

— 

— 

— 

22 

Infants 

15 

15 

. — 

7 

Totals 

...  ... 

99 

350 

449 

20 

5 

4 

9 

18 

214 

Artificial  Dentures  have  also  been  supplied  under  the  Council’s 
scheme  to  47  other  patients  by  private  dental  practitioners. 

INSTITUTIONAL  PROVISIONS. 

During  the  year  under  review  117  cases  were  admitted  to 
the  Maternity  Department  of  the  County  Hospital  in  accordance 
with  the  arrangement  made  by  the  County  Council  with  that 
Institution. 

Under  arrangements  made  by  the  County  Council  with  the 
Luton  Corporation  147  cases  were  admitted  to  the  Luton  Maternity 
Hospital  during  the  year. 

The  Bedford  and  County  Girls’  Home  provides  accommoda- 
tion for  16  mothers  and  their  infants.  During  the  year 
under  review  51  cases  were  admitted.  This  Institution  is  main- 
tained by  the  St.  Albans’  Diocesan  Girls’  Aid  Association  to 
which  the  County  Council  contributes  an  annual  sum  of 
£345  17s.  4d.  An  annual  grant  is  also  made  by  the  Bedford 

Town  Council. 

The  number  of  maternity  cases  admitted  to  the  Council’s 
Institutions  during  the  last  five  years  is  shown  in  the  following 
table : — 


Institution 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

Bedford  (St.  Peter’s  Hospital)  ... 

154 

213 

270 

355 

452 

Luton  (St.  Mary’s  Hospital) 
Battlesden  House  (Emergency) 

26 

35 

23 

47 

59 

Maternity  Home 
St.  Mary’s  (Emergency)  Maternity 
Home,  Luton 

— 

30- 

80 

222 

57* 

— 

107 

197 

615 

761 

* Closed  on  3.6.42. 
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THE  ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  MIDWIVES  ACTS. 

The  number  of  midwives  who  notified  their  intention  to 
practise  midwifery  within  the  Administrative  area  of  the  County 
during  1942  was  86. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  notifications 
received  from  Midwives  during  tl,ie  past  five  years: — 


1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

Of  intention  to  practise 

94 

95 

99 

91 

86 

Of  sending  for  medical  help — 
Of  still-births  occurring  in  their 

276 

292 

343 

339 

273 

practice  

12 

11 

21 

16 

9 

Of  deaths  occurring  in  their 


practice : — 


Mothers 

. . . — 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Infants 

4 

7 

12 

r* 

5 

2 

Of  laying  out  the  dead 

Of  liability  to  be  a source 

...  18 
of 

9 

21 

7 

24 

infection 

...  19 

12 

11 

9 

20 

Totals 

...  423 

427 

508 

467 

414 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. — Six  cases  attended  by  Midwives  were 
notified  as  suffering  from  Puerperal  Pyrexia  during  1942. 

Ophthalmia. — Inflammation  or  discharge  from  the  eyes,  how- 
ever slight.  Central  Midwives  Board  Rule  E.  12  (5).  During 
1942  17  cases  were  reported. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. — Four  cases  occurred  in  midwives’ 
practices  during  1942.  In  each  case  as  the  result  of  treatment 
the  vision  was  unimpaired. 


Inspection  of  Midwives. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  visits  paid  by  the 
County  Council  Inspectors  of  Midwives  during  1942,  as  compared 
with  the  previous  four  years: — 


1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

Routine  visits  of  inspection 

218 

190 

252 

176 

167 

Visits  paid  but  midwives 

not  at  home 

47 

26 

44 

15 

62 

Special  enquiry  visits  aris- 

ing  from  notifications  ... 

416 

408 

421 

291 

31  1 

Other  visits  and  enquiries.. 

158 

147 

159 

105 

83 

Totals 

839 

771 

876 

587 

623 

Statistics  with  regard  to  the  number  of  Midwives  practising 
in  the  County  Area  and  the  number  of  cases  attended  are  given 
on  the  following  page: — 
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No.  of  Midwives 

Return  of  Cases  attended  during  1942 

practising  at  end 
of  1942 

Domiciliary 

Cases 

Cases  in 
Institutions 

Totals 

(a)  Employed  by  the  Council : 
As  Midwives 

16 

473 

473 

As  Maternity  Nurses  ... 

— 

— 

35 

35 

( b ) Employed  by  Voluntary 
Associations  : 

As  Midwives  ... 

54 

641 

641 

As  Maternity  Nurses  ... 

— 

479 

479 

( c ) In  private  practice: 
As  Midwives 

16 

98 

15 

113 

As  Maternity  Nurses  ... 

— 

63 

61 

124 

Totals  As  Midwives 

86 

739 

488 

1227 

As  Maternity  Nurses 

542 

96 

638 

During  the  year  232  claims  under  Section  14  of  the  Midwives 
Act,  1918,  were  received  from  doctors,  amounting  to  £417  14s.  Od. 
The  sum  of  £116  5s.  Od.  was  recovered  from  patients  during  the 
vear. 

NURSING  HOMES. 

On  31st  December,  1942,  the  number  of  premises  registered 
in  the  Council’s  area  was  five  (as  Maternity  Homes  four,  as  a 
Nursing  Home  one),  providing  a total  accommodation  of  9 beds 
for  maternity  cases  and  24  for  surgical  and  medical  cases. 

INFANT  LIFE  PROTECTION. 

During  the  year  1942,  196  visits  (17  of  which  were  primary 
visits)  were  made  to  children  under  the  age  of  nine  who  are  being 
maintained  for  reward  apart  from  their  parents  or  relatives. 

WAR-TIME  DAY  NURSERIES 

The  average  daily  attendances  at  the  four  County  Council 
Day  Nurseries  during  the  year  1942  are  recorded  below: 


Biggleswade  (accommodation  for  35  children)  28 

Dunstable  (accommodation  for  40  children)  26 

I eighton  Buzzard  (accommodation  for  30 

children)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Toddington  (accommodation  for  20  children)  10 


In  addition,  The  Queen’s  Park  Day  Nursery  has  been  evacu- 
ated from  Paddington  to  Bromhall  Hall  and  a Nursery  Party  has 
also  been  accommodated  at  Ickwell  Bury. 

SICK  BAYS 

The  provision  made  for  the  institutional  treatment  of 
evacuated  children  suffering  from  minor  illnesses  by  the  establish- 
ment of  a Sick  Bay  with  accommodation  for  17  patients  at  The 
Rectory,  Clophill,  and  by  the  use  of  “ Homewood,”  Aspley  Heath, 
with  accommodation  for  20  patients  during  the  winter  months 
was  continued  in  1942. 

Seventy-two  patients  were  admitted  to  the  Clophill  Sick 
Bay,  and  53  to  “ Homewood  ” Sick  Bay,  Aspley  Heath, 


19 


CM 

05 


Z 

0 

HH 

H 

◄ 

Z 

HH 

u 

u 

◄ 

> 

g 

PQ 

D 

PUi 


4> 

X 

■M 

H 

0 

(fl 

c 

V 

3 

-M 

; ; 

£ 

2 

■H 

3 

0 

2 

45 

X 

•M 

E 

0 

* 

T3 

4) 

’£, 

6 

0 

45 


(A 

Vi 

45 

45 


3 rrt 

33 

J!  o 


3 

o 


45 

% *5 
X e5 
^ 3 

+S  « 
3 45 

0 A 
0 > 
U 


0 

X 

* 

45 

X 

•M 

<2 

(A 
45 
•n 
•M 
(A 
• « 
•w 

-H 

C/5 

6/j 

8 

* 

0 

W—4 

a 

45 

X 

H 


u 

M 

* 

O' 

H"H 

£ 

0 

HH 

£h 

< 

£ 

HH 

U 

U 

<* 


< 

a 

o 


• z 

s o 

I*  H 


£ 


a: 

< 

N 

N 

s 

PQ 


• w 

z *"* 
a 5 
G Z 


z 

0 

H 

a 

. i 


Z 

X 

a 

£ 

o 


£ 

hQ 

< 


i 

03 

a 

a 

o 

o 

H* 

PQ 


0 

X 

o 

a 

a 


>o 


m 

^t" 


X 

CM 


o 

*n 

CM 


X 

co 


— cm 


CM 


tO 

lO 


— X 


x 

O' 

CO 


o 

o 

CM 


CM 

to 


r^. 

X 

CO 


X 

to 


— CM 


O', 

CM 


lO 


to 

CM 


— to 


CM 

to 

to 


CM 

o 

CO 


Tf 

X 


on 

o 

CO 


X 

to 

’f" 


to 

03 

CO 

CO 

to 

CM 

HO 

CO 

CM 

X 

tO 

CM 

— > 

— 1 4 

CO 

to 

— -* 

CO 

rh 

X 


CO 


CO 

CO 


1^ 

cn 

o 

CM 


r^. 

o 

X 

rr^ 

O) 

O) 

X 

X 

CO 

*— 5 

CM 

CO 

to 

■ < 

CM 

'^l 


to 


•41 


CO 


CM 

CO 


CO 

CM 

CM 


X 

O' 


CO 

CM 

O 

CM 

X 

to 

CO 

X 

LO 

CO 

X 

^ 



b£) 

X 

c 

£ 


</3  rr 

a 

tfi 

£ G 
O 

. CO 

~+~4 

O - 


3 X 

O 15 


a 

a 

15 


H UCM 
^ 1)0 


x 

15 

w 

r3 


a 

a 

o 


X 

a 


be  — 


o 

* 


x .5 

o .b  3 

PQ  -o 

6 

£ 


C/3 

c/3 

15 

U 

15 


C/3 


c 

o 

a-/ 

£ 

c 

• »N 

a 

a 

as 


a 

2 

E, 

a 

a 

C/3 

H 

C/3 

c 


c 

a 


o 

O c 

o 


X 
a 

+j 

o a,  x 
0 a 
a 


a 

a 

o 

a 

£ 

G 


X' 

O 


£ 22 

S 3 

H £T 

^ .2 


Q G 


No.  of  Cases  outstanding 

on  31/12/42  1631  I 240  147  j 267  1580  149  36  3 4053 
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It  will  be  observed  from  the  foregoing  table  that  during  the 
twelve  months  ended  31st  December,  1942.  5,089  births  were 
entered  on  the  Births  Lists  received  by  the  Vaccination  Officers, 
which,  together  with  the  number  outstanding  from  the  previous 
year  (3,525),  made  a total  of  8,614. 


Of  this  number,  1,234  were  sucessfully  vaccinated,  and  declara- 
tions of  conscientious  objection  were  made  in  respect  of  3,115 
infants.  Of  the  remainder,  183  died  unvaccinated;  29  were 
found  to  be  insusceptible  of  vaccination;  and  4,053  had  either 
left  the  County  or  were  otherwise  outstanding  at  the  end  of  the 
vear.  x 

In  order  to  obtain  as  accurate  a figure  as  possible  to  represent 
the  percentage  of  children  vaccinated  in  the  County,  the  records 
in  respect  of  the  births  returned  for  the  previous  twelve  months 
have  been  examined.  From  1st  January,  1941,  to  31st  December, 
1941,  5,067  births  were  returned.  By  the  end  of  January,  1943, 
these  births  had  been  accounted  for  as  follows: — 

Successfully  vaccinated 

Insusceptible  of  vaccination 

Number  in  respect  of  whom  Declarations  of 
conscientious  objection  were  made 

Died  unvaccinated 

Vaccination  postponed 

Cases  outstanding 


5,067 


924 

17 

2,879 

156 

79 

1,012 


It  will  therefore  be  seen  that  of  the  births  dealt  with,  only 
24.63° 0 were  vaccinated,  although  a higher  proportion  than  in 
any  previous  year.  With  regard  to  the  remaining  75.37% 
the  parents  declined  to  allow  vaccination  on  the  grounds  of 
conscientious  objection. 


IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA. 

During  1942,  20,309  children  have  been  immunised  against 
diphtheria  in  connection  with  the  Government  Scheme  in 
Bedfordshire, 
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MENTAL  DEFICIENCY. 


82  male  defectives  and  91  female  defectives,  for  whose  main- 
tenance the  Bedfordshire  County  Council  is  responsible,  were 
detained  in  Certified  Institutions  at  31st  December,  1942,  14 

males  and  20  females  being  on  licence  from  such  Institutions. 

Nine  male  and  eleven  female  defectives  were  under  Guardian- 
ship and  one  female  was  on  licence  from  Guardianship. 


BLIND  WELFARE 


Arrangements  made  for  the  administration  of  the  Blind  Persons 
Act  have  been  included  in  previous  reports  and  are  therefore 
omitted  from  this  report. 

A Register  is  kept  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Council  of  all  blind 
persons  in  the  County. 

On  March  31st,  1942,  there  were  470  registered  blind  persons 
residing  in  the  County. 

During  the  year  45  cases  were  removed  from  the  Register 
and  42  cases  were  added  to  the  Register. 

The  number  of  cases  on  the  Register  on  the  31st  March,  1943, 
was  therefore  467. 

The  ages  and  sexes  of  these  467  blind  persons  are  as  follows: — 


Males  Females 


0—4  

1 

— 

5—16 

6 

4 

16—21  

4 

1 

21  40 

28 

17 

40—50  

35 

18 

50—65  

52 

65 

65—70  

23 

35 

70  and  over 

58 

120 

\ 1 otal  . . . 

...  207 

260 

I he  numbers  were  distributed  as  follows: — 


North  Beds. 
South  Beds 


169 

298 
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MILK  AND  DAIRIES — FOOD  AND  DRUGS. 

As  stated  in  previous  Reports,  this  work  is  being  carried  on 
by  temporary  stall  in  the  absence  of  the  County  Sanitary  Inspector 
and  Sampling  Officer  who  is  serving  with  His  Majesty’s  Forces 
abroad. 

On  31st  December,  1942,  14  farms  in  the  County  were  licensed 
to  produce  “ Tuberculin  Tested  ” Milk  and  125  “ Accredited 
Milk. 

Particulars  of  the  results  of  Bacteriological  Examinations  of 
milk  samples  taken  during  1942  are  set  out  below: — 


Milk  produced  by  designated  herds: — 
Satisfactory 
Unsatisfactory  ... 

Total  ... 


1942 

95 

51 

146 


Milk  produced  by  other  herds,  viz-, 

Applicants  for  licences,  Suppliers  to 
Schools,  etc. : — 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory  ... 

Total  ... 


27 

10 


37 


Sampling  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 


Milk:— 

Genuine 

Adulterated 

Total  ... 

Other  Foods  and  Drugs: — 
Genuine 
Adulterated 

Total  ... 


1942 

97 

15 

— 112 


1 099 
10 

1109 
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